
Janusz Korczak: hero of the Children 
 

Set-up the worldôs first national newspaper for children by 
children. 
 

Ran orphanages that were democratic, based on children making 
decisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ran a democratic orphanage in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
 
Wrote, broadcast & campaigned for childrenôs rights. 
 
Died, with his children, in Treblinka Concentration Camp. 
 
UN Charter of Childrenôs Human Rights based on his work. 
 
Year of the Child, 1978, named after him. 

 
 

Learn how his Childrenôs courts were run, Town Hall, Thursday 26th January 10:30-
2pm. Workshop run by George Greenôs School Students and Michael Newman 

based on resources created in partnership with Jewish Museum. Exploring childrenôs 
courts and restorative justice. 



Janusz Korczak (1878 - 1942) 
 

He gave up a career of being a wealthy and highly respected 
doctor to look after orphans and street children. 
 
He became famous throughout Poland as a writer of books 
ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 
 
He broadcast on national Polish radio a programme for adults 
and children about health and medicine. 
 
He set-ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
newspaper for children and written by children. 
 
IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
United Nations every since. 
 
He believed children should be respected as human beings 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 
 
He represented children in the courts of Poland. 
 
He ran orphanages that were democratic and based on 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ 
 
He has been compared to A.S.Neill and his orphanages to 
Summerhill School. 
 
He died with his children, executed by the Nazis, he could 
have saved himself but would not leave the children. 



 
 
Janusz Korczak (picture taken between 1935-37), the United 
Nations named the centenary of his birth, 1979 the Year of 
the Child.  



Children Learning about the Countryside.  

 

Children from Krochmalna 92 orphanage at the front of the 
main building at Rozyczka camp. 

 
The orphans spent several weeks every year at this spot. 
1932-33. Children sitting in the first row, from left (5) Jonos 
Baler, two rows behind him (half-standing) Gershon 
Mandelblat. Boys standing, from left (2) Herman Nusbaum, (3) 
Jakubek Dodjuk. Women standing, from the left (5) Saba 
Lejzerowicz.  
 
Janus Korczak believed that it was important for the children 
to go camping in the coutryside away from the streets of the 
city. To play, to climb trees, to splash in the streams, to run in 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧ



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janusz Korczak when he was ten, the picture used at the 
front of hiǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ΨYƛƴƎ aŀǘǘΩΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ  
becomes king and rules a country because his parents die. 
King Matt has to rule the country and overcome his adult 
advisers and then even tries to set-ǳǇ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
government, but his country is attacked and he must go to 
ǿŀǊΧ 
 
He wrote: "...I included this photograph because it is 
important what I looked like when I truly wanted to be a 
king...." 
 



 
 

 
Children outside the 
Orphans Home, 92 
Krochmalna Street. 
Purpose built, it was the 
most modern orphanage in 
the country with running 
hot water, baths, toilets. 
 
 
Krochmalna 92 before World War II. The Orphans Home, 
Dom Sierot, Warsaw, Krochmalna (street) 92. The home was 
built in 1912 by the architect Henryk Stifelman who planned 
it together with J. Korczak. Korczak had a room the attic. 
 



άǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜŜǊǎΦέ 

 

 
Children at the Orphanage holding a democratic meeting. 
 
For the court the judges would be children who had not been 
brought-up that week. To bring-up a child or adult you would 
tell them and it would be written on the sheet of paper on 
the noticeboard for the agenda of the meeting. 
 
Away from his orphanages, before the Germans invaded 
Poland, Janus Korczak acted on behalf of children who were 
being tried in juvenile court. This is now a regular feature of 
courts, for the children to have an adult advocate 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ 
 



The dining room in the The Orphans Home, Dom Sierot. 
 
άIƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ 
cornerstone of his system, because it would show the 
children that there could be justice even in an unjust world. 
Rather than poking someone in the nose because he hurt you, 
ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ άL ǎǳŜ ȅƻǳΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƴŀme on 
the list of court cases that were heard each Saturday morning. 
Five children with no cases against them that week were 
judges, who followed a Code of Laws that Korczak had drawn 
up. 
  
ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ hƴƭȅ ƛƴ 
the most serious circumstances would a child be charged 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦέ tȄǾƛƛ DƘŜǘǘƻ 5ƛŀǊȅ ōȅ Wŀƴǳǎ 
Koczak, Introduction by Betty Jean Lifton. 
 



 
 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣέ 
Korczak wrote in the Preamble to  the /ƻŘŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
truth, but it should strive for truth. Judges may make 
mistakes. They may punish for acts they themselves are 
guilty of. But it is shameful if a judge consciously hands down 
ŀƴ ǳƴƧǳǎǘ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘΦέ 
 

 
 
  



bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ 
 

άWill this world never change? Will 
the one who suffered yesterday as a 
deprived child, today, when fully 
grown, take his turn at the role of 
oppressor? 

 

άIŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŦŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
generations who will not forget their 
ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦέ  
A Polish cƘƛƭŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wŜǾƛŜǿΩ 
 

¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wŜǾƛŜǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
first national newspaper for children 
written by children. It was a weekly 
newspaper in Poland created by 
Janus Korczak. 
 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
interesting observations, and who do not write because they 
do not have the courage or the will. Our newspaper will 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜέΦ                                     Janus Korczak. 
 

Noticeboards 
Korczak thought the ability for children to communicate was 
vital to his orphanage and ensured there was a central 
noticeboard, at a height that all children could read. On the 
board would be teaching notices, advertisements for events, 
requests, personal messages, items from newspapers, 
recommended reading, a crossword, a riddle, reports of 
ǾŀƴŘŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǎǘǎΧ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ WŀƴǳǎΣ 
the adults and the children. 

Janus Korczak wanted 
people to read the 
stories and views of 
children. 



 

School Newsletter 
He wrote an article about the 
importance of school newspapers 
written by the children, and how 
they helped the community to 
express and share its news, feelings 
and dreams. His orphanage had a 
weekly newspaper that would be 
read out to the children. This 
continued even durng the time his 
orphanage was in the Warsaw 
Ghetto. 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭƛƴƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƨoins one week with 
another, which unites children, the educators and the 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǳƴƛǘΦέ Janus Korczak. 
 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΧ 
άDƛǾŜǎ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜƪΣ άǿƛǇŜǎέ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
overcocky, regulates and shapes public opinion ς the 
newspaper ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ 
complaint ς write to the newspaper; you are angry ς write; 
you accuse me of falsification and incomprehension ς fine, 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜΣ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ 
that you cannot deny it later. The newspaper brings the class 
or the whole school together. It encourages friendships 
between those who would not even have known each other 
otherwise; it gives the floor to those who can only express 
themselves in writing and even in the hottest arguments will 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦέ   Janus Korczak. 



 
 

Chlodna (street) 33. Picture taken after WWII.  
 
Janusz Korczak moved his orphanage to this building, inside 
the Warsaw Ghetto. The ghetto was surrounded by a wall, 
patrolled by soldiers and was a prison for the Jews. 
 
Korczack would sit at his window looking at the soldier on the 
wall thinking about the cruelty of the treatment of the Jews. 
His children were starving, as were the people of the Ghetto. 
He begged for food and support, and even tried to create a 
hospice, a place for the dying to die with a little dignity, in a 
bed, holding the hand of someone who cared. 
 
He wrote a diary of the last months of the orphanage, of the 
children putting on a play by Tagore called the Post Office, 
continuing to run ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ, surrounded by the 
inhumanity of Nazi rule. 


